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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
We celebrated young artists this month as they head off to colleges and universities to

explore their talent.  Our judges selected two winners for each award level, such was the
talent of this year’s participants.

Congratulations to our scholarship winners:

1rst Place-Shelby Bernard, Exeter High School
Drucilla Sargent, Winnacunnet High School

2nd Place-Amie Knowles, Winnacunnet High School
Ashley Platt, Exeter High School

3rd Place-Brooklyn Comfort, Spaulding High School
Olivia Heffernan, Timberlane Regional High School

Many thanks to our Scholarship Committee for another wonderful event, and to our se-
cret panel of judges (you know who you are).

We also re-elected our current slate of officers and approved two more board members:
Eunice Miller and Dave Thompsen. The board thanked Roger Goun, our past president, for
his years of service as we regretfully accepted his resignation from the board.  He has prom-
ised to continue as an active member and technological guru.

Our last board meeting before the summer recess will be on Saturday, June 11 from
9:00-10:00am.  Feel free to stop in—there are usually refreshments!  As always, we would love
to hear your ideas.

— Ellen Ryder Griffin, President dandegriffin@comcast.net  

GALLERY MANAGER’S UPDATE:
Yes, I am still reeling from the overwhelming turnout and show of support at the Grand Open-
ing of our amazing new gallery at 130 Water Street!!! This, as well as the finished product it-
self, exceeded expectations and we continue to get visitors daily complementing us and
wishing us well, even amid the chaotic downtown construction. Such positive energy coming
in, and so much gratitude going out to all who helped make this happen in oh so many ways.

Our theme show wall has been bursting beyond its boundaries with submissions. It has been
a pleasure meeting new participants and seeing renewed enthusiasm from those who regu-
larly take part. It would be too sad to ever have to turn anyone away, so please be mindful of
size limits so the wall can be shared by all.

The big, bold relief paintings of Featured Artist, Renee Schneider, have draw much attention
as have the four new artisans in the gallery shop. With all of these offerings, frequent visits
are needed because you’ll always find something new.

If the new venue is tempting you to take that leap and become a gallery exhibiting member,
or a gallery shop artisan, we encourage you to contact us to get on the waiting lists. Mary Jane
Solomon (lostmarbles01@yahoo.com) is the one to reach out to about the gallery and Bon-
nie Demanche (bonnie.lynn@comcast.net) is the shop manager. But in the meantime, keep
up with the Theme Show Challenges, and be on the lookout for this year’s Mystery Kit, com-
ing soon to a gallery near you!

Thank you all again. Have a wonderfully fun and creative summer.

— Mary Jane Solomon

Gallery@SEACOASTARTIST.org
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SAA OFFICERS: 

The Mission of Seacoast Artists     
Association is to enhance knowledge of, and
stimulate interest and appreciation in, the variety
of creative arts available throughout Seacoast
New Hampshire, by hosting exhibits for estab-
lished and emerging artists; providing a gallery 
to house works of art, collaborating with other
arts organizations, and by providing art educa-
tion, mentoring and scholarship opportunities 
for students pursuing a degree in the arts.

SAA MISSION STATEMENT

www.seacoastartist.org

"Meet Up" sites:
www.meetup.com/Seacoast-Art-Connection 
www.meetup.com/SeacoastPhotographers 

SAA WEBSITES 
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SAA NEWSLETTER: Submit stories & announcements to 
denise@adceteragraphics.com by the 15th of the month prior to publication. 



RAFFLE & Y'ART SALE 
The SAA Scholarship Committee will be holding its annual Raffle and Y'Art Sale

Saturday, June 25, 2016 from 10:00 - 4:00. This is in conjunction with the Exeter
Chamber of Commerce Summer Fest.

The Raffle items will be displayed from Tuesday, June 14, 2016 thru Friday, July
1, 2016. The winning tickets will be drawn during the theme show reception 'Sky Images',
from 4:00 - 7:00.

We are asking for donations for these two events to help raise money for the High
School students' scholarship award fund for students continuing their art education.

If you have any of the following items you are willing to donate for either of the
events, bring them to the Gallery. A box will be set up
in the supply area for your donation:

Art Supplies
Finished Artwork
Knick Knacks
Pottery
Jewelry
Books

So, stop by the Seacoast Artist Association at 
our new location, 130 Water Street, Exeter, NH, 
and buy some raffle tickets, browse the gallery, 
and buy one of those items 
you thought will make a perfect gift for someone.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.
Scholarship Committee
Darlene Zahn   darlenezahn@hotmail.com
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APRIL 2016 FEATURED ARTIST:  GIFFROY
Attend the artist reception for Renee Giffroy, Saturday, June 11, 2016,

1-3 pm, at the Seacoast Artist Association gallery, 130 Water Street, Exeter. 
As the artist featured in June and July, Giffroy will be displaying a unique

photographic perspective of the images captured from the hulls of boats. Boatscapes
photography is a  colorful celebration of the beauty that can found in the mundane.
Through her photographic eye, Giffroy takes what is often overlooked and transforms it
into extraordinary pieces of art.  Refreshments will be served.

For a number of years photography took a back seat to her full time job but after
a successful career and sales and marketing at IBM, Giffroy is devoting her full time
and energy to her long time passion for photography. Giffroy enjoys photographing
a wide variety of subjects and whether it is nature, travel, people, street scenes, or
abstracts, it is the process of creating a compelling image that excites her. She
especially enjoys challenging herself with specific projects and it is through one of these
projects that her Boatscapes body of work was born. 

Walking around boatyards looking at boat hulls, Giffroy can sometimes spend
hours searching for ones that she thinks will produce a compelling final product. When
boats are pulled out of the water at the end of the season their hulls reflect the wear and
tear of the season showing a wide variety of scratches, chips, and dents. And they
suffer more over the winter months. But it’s in the early spring, just before boat owners
start to prepare them for their launch back into the water that the best images can be
found. When she spots a hull that she thinks will result in a compelling image, she
captures the photograph immediately because the next day it could be gone, replaced
by a freshly painted boat. Some of these creative images are featured in this Boatscapes
exhibit. 

Over the last 15 years, Giffroy has studied photography and attended workshops
with both the Maine Workshops and the Santa Fe Workshops and she recently
produced images for the Vermont Land Trust, the Alaska Raptor Center and the Sitka
Conservation Society.  In addition, for the last 5 years she worked with National
Geographic Traveler Magazine as an onsite events manager for their weekend
photography seminars. Giffroy is a juried member of the NH Art Association, member of
the Seacoast Art Association, member of the NH Society of Photographic Artists and is
president of the Seacoast Camera Club. Recently she assumed a position on the Board
of Directors of the NH Art Association. Renee is from Rye.

Visit the artist’s website at www.reneegiffroy.com. E-mail: rgiffroy@gmail.com

KID’S DAY IN EXETER:
Saturday, May 7th was Kid’s Day in

Exeter. The SAA set up to invite the children in
to color Mother’s Day cards. Children of all ages
from pre-school to a couple of college students
joined in. A good time was had by all, especially
Bonnie who created the two ready-to-color
cards and worked with the kids while making a
card for her mom. 

Another successful aspect of the day was
it brought in parents who had not previously
been into the gallery who were then ‘forced’ to
browse by the kids saying “No peeking, Mom”.
The only down side was the paint blobs that
appeared on the floor despite our careful choice
of medium (crayon and colored pencil). A
mystery vaguely explained by a flying paint
incident from across the street. In all the day was
a grand success.

“Birches Glade”, 
Monotype with Pastels, 

24 x 30. 
Beautifully matted and framed 

by Devantery Frames.
Value $600.00

“The Pond” — Renee Giffroy

“Sunny Day Dunes” — Renee Giffroy

Renee Giffroy

Kid’s Day
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THEME SHOWS CHALLENGES FOR 2016: 
Theme shows are open to members and non-members alike. All work must be framed in a

professional manner complete with a wire hanger, sized at 16”x20” or less including frame, and
properly labeled on the back with artist, title, medium, and price.

For a more consistent appearance on the wall, we recommend frames of brown, black, gold,
or silver.

Fee for SAA members: $10.00 per piece up to two pieces, non-members: $20.00 per piece
up to two pieces. Pieces 16”x20” up to 24”x26” will count as two for $20.00/$40.00 

Receptions: first Fridays of month, 4 – 7.
Our Town:   Drop Off May 28         Reception June 3        Pick Up June 25
Take this literally and capture the essence of Exeter, or, take it to mean “Our Town, USA”.  
What makes a town a town? Accept this challenge and show us what “town “ means to you.
Sky Images:   Drop Off June 25        Pick Up July 30            Reception July 1
Eyes to the skies, everyone. They are so telling. Time of day, type of weather, or play the 
cloud game. However you choose to take on this challenge, the emphasis is   that vast space 
above us. Go ahead; let your head get stuck in the clouds.      
Along the Coast:   Drop Off July 30         Pick Up August 27      Reception August 5
What’s more alluring than the New England coast, especially in the summer? The rugged, 
rocky coast, rough surf, salty marshes, beach goers and explorers, lobsters and fishermen. 
So many intriguing subjects the challenge may be narrowing down your subject list for this one.
Out of this World:   Drop Off August 27    Pick Up Sept. 24         Reception Sept. 2
This show coincides with the annual UFO Festival in Exeter in honor of  “The Incident in Exeter” .
We challenge you to leave your comfort zone and travel through another dimension, not only 
of sight and sound, but also of mind. A wondrous journey into the imagination...
Mystery Kits:   Drop Off Sept. 24           Pick Up Oct. 29           Reception Oct. 7
2015’s introduction to the Mystery Kits was so successful; we are doing it again this year as a
themed challenge. Kits and their instructions will be available for purchase beginning in the Spring. 
The theme will be disclosed with the kits. Don’t be afraid, it’s really fun!

MEMBER NEWS: 
Kevin Talbot will be showing his amazing loon photos this summer during the months
of July and August at New Hampshire Audubon’s McLane Center, Concord, NH.
Talbot is a local nature photographer. From early July to mid October Talbot made weekly and
sometimes multiple daily trips to check on two different pairs of loons who bred and raised two
chicks each to maturity over the summer and fall of 2015. A reception for the artist is to be held
on Thursday July 14th from 5-7PM at New Hampshire Audubon’s McLane Center 84 Silk Farm
Road in Concord, New Hampshire. During this Talbot will give a short presentation in which he
shows 20 slides and talks about each slide for 20 seconds. Show runs July and August 2016.
See more photos by Kevin Talbot Photography at www.Ghostflowers.com

Renee Schneider's 
Featured Artist wall

Cheri Christenson,
Eye of the 

Beholder painter

Paula Faist, the 
awesome raffle girl

It's official!  The ribbon is cut!  
Welcome to our new gallery.

Eye of the Beholder 
People's Choice 

winners, 
Danielle Genovese 
and John Bauman

Feathers and Fur winner, 
Kevin Talbot

“Loon”, Kevin Talbot 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Bill Moore, 
Eye of the 
Beholder 

photographer


